Discovering Your Spiritual Gifts.
God has given every Christian two very important gifts:
1. The gift of faith in Christ Jesus; redemption and forgiveness of sin. 
Romans 5:1; 2 Corinthians 5:7; 2 Timothy 3:15b.
2. The gift of one or more spiritual gifts, given by baptism into the Body of Christ. 
1 Corinthians 12:12-13, 27ff. Ephesians 5:30.
These gifts are given for the purpose of unifying the Body of Christ and for the growth of the Kingdom of God.

The Apostle Paul addresses the subject of spiritual gifts in three main passages of Scripture: 
Romans 12; 1 Corinthians 12; Ephesians 4.
Some further gifts are gathered from miscellaneous passages. (See table, and definitions)

We do not choose what gifts we receive – they are bestowed upon us by the work of the Holy Spirit.

You will observe that the spiritual gifts are enhanced forms of ministries for which we all bear some responsibility: i.e. not all have the ‘gift’ of evangelism, but all believers are called to evangelize; not all have the ‘gift’ of music, but we are called upon to ‘make a joyful noise unto the Lord’.

Some spiritual gifts are identified as ‘sign’ gifts: speaking in tongues; interpretation of tongues; healings; miracles; ekballism (exorcism).  These are ‘manifest’ gifts – so have no place in a set of questions set to identify gifts. (See note on sign, or extraordinary, gifts below)
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exhortation
giving
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	Misc. Passages
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missionary
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The inventory which follows is designed to identify your spiritual gifts. For the questions to be valid, do not respond on the basis of what you think you ought to say. But rather, on the basis of interests and experience. Don’t be modest. Answer honestly!

Note: Sign gifts are self-evident.1 Corinthians 13:1 suggests that there are two forms of ‘the gift of tongues’; tongues of men and tongues of angels. This would mean that the speaker could be speaking in an earthly language or a language beyond human understanding. The gift of ‘interpretation of tongues’ can only be practiced in the presence of tongues. If an interpretation does not take place, the one speaking in tongues should remain silent. 1 Corinthians 14:1-13.
Tongues is often associated with intercession and/or faith, but must be recognized as not necessarily being the sign of the baptism of the Holy Spirit or even as evidence of the filling of the Holy Spirit. Tongues, like any other spiritual gift, is given by God to whomever He chooses to be used to His glory and the edification of the Church. 

Healing and miracles: These gifts are often combined, or confused. They both involve the occurrence of events beyond natural means. However, one is focused on the healing of the natural body, while the other is focused on miraculous events that alter the ordinary course of nature. Many in contemporary Christian life argue that the ‘sign’ gifts have passed into disuse. The passage they most often use to argue this is 1 Corinthians 13:8. A proper interpretation of this passage points to a different interpretation.
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	I have been successful in organizing, directing and motivating people to reach a 
goal. 

I have a strong desire to contribute to the establishment of new Churches.

I usually detect spiritual truth from spiritual error before other believers.

I seem to have an insight on when people are ready to give their lives to Christ. 

I feel I have a message from God to deliver to others.

I am certain of the Spirit’s presence in my life and the life of others.

I manage my time and money so that I am able to give much of it to the work of 
the Church or other organizations.

The Spirit often leads me to do a favor for someone that touches them deeply.

I enjoy welcoming guests and helping them feel at ease.

I know that God hears and responds to my daily prayers. 

I feel compelled to learn all I can about the Bible and faith.
When I am in a group, others will often look to me for direction.
When I see a person in need I am moved to assist them.

I love to make music and inspire others by singing or playing a musical 
instrument. 
Often I have a burning desire to speak God’s Word, even when I know it may 

not be well received.

I take action to meet physical and practical needs rather than merely talking 


about it or planning to help

I am motivated to supply spiritual leadership to those who are on a faith journey.

I enjoy working with my hands in a trade or skill that requires considerable skill 

to perfect.

My great joy is to communicate Biblical truth in such a way that it becomes real


and understood by others.

I am able to relate the truths of God to specific situations.
People often look to me for guidance in coordination, organization and ministry 

opportunities.

I enjoy presenting the Gospel to people of other cultures and backgrounds. 

I am able to sense the true motivation of people and movements.

I would like to be more active in getting the Gospel to people in other places.

I am able to sense the true motivation of persons and movements.

My trust in the Spirit’s presence, when I encounter times of personal crisis, is a 

source of strength for others.
I have strongly sensed the Spirit leading me to give money to a specific person 

or cause.

I can recognize talents and gifts in others, and find ways to using them for God

I enjoy meeting new people and becoming acquainted with them.

I often become so absorbed in my prayer life that the door bell or phone can 

ring and I will not hear it.

My study of the Bible has proved helpful to others in their faith journey.
I have the ability to make critical decisions when necessary.

I feel an urgency to provide housing for the homeless, food for the starving, 

and comfort for those in distress.

I find joy in expressing myself in singing or playing a musical instrument.

My great joy is to communicate Biblical truth in such a way that it becomes real 
and understood by others. 

It makes me happy to do things for people in need. 

I have a responsibility for providing spiritual guidance to an individual believer,  
or 
group of believers.

My knowledge of building, maintenance or repair has been of special value to 
the Church or others. 

I want to express my faith by assisting others to discover the truths contained in 
the Bible. 

I am usually able to analyze a situation correctly.  

I have the ability to organize ideas, resources, time and people effectively.

I feel that I have a message from God to deliver to others.  

I can sense when a person is acting under God’s leadership. 

I am willing to do whatever it takes to see others come to Christ. 

I can identify those who need encouragement. 

I can see great things happening in my congregation and am not derailed by the 
pessimism of others.

I experience joy in meeting needs through sharing possessions. 

I have a knack for getting people together in the Body of Christ, and enjoy doing 
this. 

I enjoy entertaining guests in my home. 

I have a much greater occurrence of specific answers to prayer than most other 
people.

I enjoy studying and spending time digging into facts. 

I am a person of vision. I am able to communicate vision in such a way that 
others commit to making the vision reality. 

I have an acute awareness of the emotions of other people, such as loneliness, 
pain, fear and anger. 

I feel a real sense of God’s presence when singing or playing a musical 
instrument before others.

Ridicule or rejection for speaking forth the truth, by family or friends, does not 
affect me. 

I am sensitive to the needs of people.

I am able to give spiritual direction to others. 

I am good at building, repairing or restoring things and find satisfaction in doing 
so. 

Students have told me that I can take the most difficult idea or concept and 
make it understandable. 

I sometimes get the sense that what I am reading or hearing is divinely inspired. 

I am successful in getting a group to do its work joyfully.

I have a strong desire to take the Gospel to places where it has never been 
heard.

I am able to sense when people are being honest when they tell of their 
religious experiences. 

I feel at ease in sharing Christ with non-believers. 

I welcome opportunities to help people who need comfort, consolation, 
encouragement and counseling.

I feel assured that a situation will change for the glory of God, even when the 
situation seems impossible.

I have a strong sense of stewardship based on the recognition that God owns 
all things. 

People come to me when they need help in desperate situations, and I know 
people who can help. 

I am able to make strangers feel at ease.

I often feel compelled to pray for specific situations when they are made known. 

I can organize facts into meaningful relationships. 

I can determine where God wants a group to go, and help it get there. 

I recognize the signs of stress and distress in others. 

I am grateful and humbled that my singing or playing has provided hope and 
inspiration for others. 

My preaching of the Bible has proved helpful to others in their faith journey.

I enjoy doing little things to help people. 

I have sensed the need to help others to become more effective in their 
ministries.

I love to build, maintain or repair items for the Church.

I have an ability and desire to teach.

I have been able to apply Biblical truth to the specific needs of my Church.

I am skilled at setting forth positive and precise steps of action.  

I feel that I should take the Gospel to peoples who have different beliefs than 
me. 

I can recognize when a person is genuine/honest.

I like to talk about Jesus to those who do not know Him. 

God has used me to encourage others to live Christ-like lives. 

I can trust in God even when things look dark. 

I am a generous giver. 

I take action to meet physical and practical needs rather than merely talking 
about, or planning to help. 

I like to meet visitors at Church and make them feel welcome. 

When left alone, I often find myself engaged in prayer.  

God has given me words to say in situations that surprise even me. 

I am willing to “go first” when it comes to meeting the needs of others.  

I am attracted to people who are hurting.

I like to express personal faith through singing or playing a musical instrument. 

I am more interested in saying the right thing than in making people feel good.

I enjoy serving others so that they, in turn, may perform their ministries. 

I have trained Christians to be more obedient Disciples of Christ. 

I enjoy using my practical skills within the Church. 

I explain Scriptures in such a way that others understand it. 

When a challenge is presented, I am usually able to identify an appropriate 
solution. 




Spiritual Gifts Inventory results for 





Transfer the results from the test to the chart, following the question numbers. Add the rows across to get your totals. Because the questions are based on how you perceive yourself, there is no scientific standard to compare scores with. Neither is it relevant to compare your scores with those of others.









           Spiritual Gifts    
     Total

	  1.
	21.
	41.
	61.
	  81.
	Administration
	

	  2.
	22.
	42.
	62.
	  82.
	Apostleship
	

	  3.
	23.
	43.
	63.
	  83.
	Discernment
	

	  4.
	24.
	44.
	64.
	  84.
	Evangelism
	

	  5.
	25.
	45.
	65.
	  85.
	Exhortation
	

	  6.
	26.
	46.
	66.
	  86.
	Faith
	

	  7.
	27.
	47.
	67.
	  87.
	Giving
	

	  8.
	28.
	48.
	68.
	  88.
	Helps
	

	  9.
	29.
	49.
	69.
	  89.
	Hospitality
	

	10.
	30.
	50.
	70.
	  90.
	Intercession
	

	11.
	31.
	51.
	71.
	  91.
	Knowledge
	

	12.
	32.
	52.
	72.
	  92.
	Leadership
	

	13.
	33.
	53.
	73.
	  93.
	Mercy
	

	14.
	34.
	54.
	74.
	  94.
	Music
	

	15.
	35.
	55.
	75.
	  95.
	Prophecy
	

	16.
	36.
	56.
	76.
	  96.
	Service
	

	17.
	37.
	57.
	77.
	  97.
	Shepherding
	

	18.
	38.
	58.
	78.
	  98.
	Skilled Craft
	

	19.
	39.
	59.
	79.
	  99.
	Teaching
	

	20.
	40.
	60.
	80.
	100.
	Wisdom
	


The strongest gift(s) will generally have a score of “15” or more. If you have more than one gift with a total of fifteen or more, then all of these gifts can be referred to as your “gift cluster”. Notice how each gift within the cluster has the potential to compliment and support another. 

Spiritual Gifts Definitions.
1.
Administration: 
The special ability that God gives to certain members of the Body of Christ to formulate goals, direct and carry out plans for the accomplishment of those goals. This is a leadership gift. 
Biblical references: 1 Corinthians 12:28; Luke 14:28-30; Acts 14:23; Titus 1:5.

2. Apostleship: 
The special ability that God gives to certain members of the Body of Christ to plant Churches, and to assume leadership over a number of Churches in spiritual matters. This is a leadership gift. 
Biblical references: 1 Corinthians 12:28; 15:5; Ephesians 2:20; 4:11.

Note: Some seek to combine the gift of ‘Apostle’ with that of ‘Missionary’. I understand ‘Missionary’ to refer to those who are called to serve outside their own culture, or country. Many Apostles are Missionaries; not all Missionaries function as Apostles (e.g. Doctors, Nurses, Bookkeepers, Bible Translators, et al.). I see the gift of Apostle as operating regardless of culture.

3. Discernment: 
The special ability that God gives to certain members of the Body of Christ to know, with assurance, whether certain behavior purported to be of God is in reality divine, human, or satanic. This is a practical gift. 

Biblical references: 1 Corinthians 12:10; Romans 9:1; Hebrews 5:14; 1 John 4:6.

4. Evangelism: 

The special ability that God gives to certain members of the Body of Christ to readily share the Gospel with unbelievers in such a way that men and women often become Disciples of Jesus Christ, and responsible members of the Body of Christ. 
Biblical references:  Ephesians 4:11; 2 Timothy 4:5; Acts 2:40-41; 8:26-40.
5. Exhortation: 
The special ability that God gives to certain members of the Body of Christ to comfort, console, encourage and counsel other members of the Body of Christ in such a way that they feel helped and healed. 
Biblical references:  Romans 12:8; 1 Timothy 4:12; 5:1; Hebrews 10:25; 3 John 5:8.
6. Faith: 
The special ability that God gives to certain members of the Body of Christ to see the Spirit at work, and the ability to trust the Spirit’s leading with extraordinary confidence in the purposes of God. This gift is a practical gift. 
Biblical references:  1 Corinthians 12:9; Matthew 5:25-34; Acts 11:24; Hebrews 11; Romans 4:18-21.
7. Giving: 
The special ability that God gives to certain members of the Body of Christ to recognize God’s blessings, and to respond to those blessings by generously and sacrificially giving of one’s resources (time, talent, and treasure). This is a practical gift. 
Biblical references:  Romans 12:8; Luke 21:1-4; 2 Corinthians 8:1-7.
8. Helps: 
The special ability that God gives to certain members of the Body of Christ to invest the talents they have in the life and ministry of other members in the Body, so enabling those other members to increase their effectiveness in their own spiritual gifts. This gift is a practical gift. 
Biblical references:  1 Corinthians 12:28; Romans 16:1-2; 2 Timothy 1:16-18; Acts 9:36. 
Note: The gifts of helps, mercy and service are often confused. Helps focuses on Christian works, and freeing others to accomplish their God-given ministries. Mercy focuses upon people in distress, and reflects God’s love and compassion. Service focuses upon accomplishing tasks that may otherwise go undone in order to move forward the greater goal of the Church or ministry.

9. Hospitality: 
The special ability that God gives to certain members of the Body of Christ to welcome and receive guests in need of food and lodging. This gift is a practical gift. 

Biblical references:  Acts 16:14-15; Romans 12:13; 16:23; Hebrews 13:1-2; 1 Peter 4:9.

10. Intercession: 
The special ability that God gives to certain members of the Body of Christ to pray for extended periods of time on a regular basis, certain that prayer is heard, and that when requests are made, answers will come. This gift is a practical gift. 
Biblical references:  Romans 8:26-27; Ephesians 6:18.
11. Knowledge: 
The special ability that God gives to certain members of the Body of Christ to discover, analyze, and clarify information with regard to the Bible and faith. 

Biblical references:  I Corinthians 12:8; 14:6; 2 Corinthians 11:6; Colossians 1:9-10.

12. Leadership: 

The special ability that God gives to certain members of the Body of Christ to set goals, give direction and provide motivation to fulfill a dream or complete a task. This is a leadership gift.                            Biblical references:  Romans 12:8; 1 Timothy 5:17; 2 Timothy 4:1-5; Hebrews 13:17.

13. Mercy. 

The special ability that God gives to certain members of the Body of Christ to feel deeply for those suffering from distressing physical, emotional, or emotional problems, and act in ways which reflect Christ’s love and alleviate the suffering. This is a practical gift.  

Biblical references:  Romans 12:8; Matthew 25:34-36; Luke 19:36-37; Jude 22-23.

14. Music: 

The special ability that God gives to certain members of the Body of Christ to present personal witness and inspiration through singing, or playing a musical instrument. This is a practical gift.    Biblical  references:  Psalms 33:1-5; 96:1-9; 1 Samuel 16:14-23.

15. Prophecy: 
The special ability that God gives to certain members of the Body of Christ to receive and communicate an immediate message of God to His people, with authority and urgency perceived by the hearers. 

Biblical references:  Romans 12:6; 1 Corinthians 12:10, 28; 14:3-5, 24-25; Ephesians 4:11-13.

16. Service: 
The special ability that God gives to certain members of the Body of Christ to identify the unmet needs involved in a task related to God’s service, and to make use of available resources to meet those needs. This is a practical gift. 

Biblical references:  Romans 12:7; Acts 6:1-7; Galatians 6:2, 9-10; Titus 3:14.

17. Shepherding (Pastoring): 

The special ability that God gives to certain members of the Body of Christ to assume a long-term responsibility for the welfare of a group of believers. This is a leadership gift. 

Biblical references:  Ephesians 4:11; 1 Timothy 3:1-7; 1 Peter 5:1-4.

18. Skilled Craft: 
The special ability that God gives to certain members of the Body of Christ to create, build or repair items used within the church. This is a practical gift. 

Biblical references:  Exodus 30:1-6; 31:3-5.

19. Teaching: 

The special ability that God gives to certain members of the Body of Christ to communicate a personal understanding of the Bible and faith in such a way that others will learn. This is a communication gift. 

Biblical references:  Romans 12:7; Ephesians 4:11; Matthew 7:28-29.

20. Wisdom: 
The special ability that God gives to certain members of the Body of Christ to know how given knowledge may best be applied to specific needs arising in the body. This is a practical gift. 

Biblical references:  Romans 12:8; Colossians 1:28; 1 Corinthians 2:7; James 3:13.

Definitions of ‘sign’ gifts.

21. Tongues: 

The special ability that God gives to certain members of the Body of Christ to speak to God in a language they have not learned and/or to receive and communicate a message of God to His people, through a divinely anointed utterance in a language they never learned. 

Biblical references:  1 Corinthians 12:10, 28, 30; 14:2-19, 39.

22. Interpretation of tongues: 

The special ability that God gives to certain members of the Body of Christ to make known in the vernacular the message of one who speaks in tongues. 

Biblical references:  1 Corinthians 12:10, 30; 14:13-17, 26-28.

23. Ekballism (exorcism): 

The special ability that God gives to certain members of the Body of Christ to cast out demons in the name of Jesus Christ. Greek: [ekballo] ‘eject, send away’. 

Biblical references:  Ephesians 6:10-12; Mark 3:14-15, 6:13; Acts 15:16; 16:16-18.

24. Healings: 

The special ability that God gives to certain members of the Body of Christ to serve as human inter-mediaries through whom God cures illnesses, and restores health apart from the use of natural means. 

Biblical references:  1 Corinthians 12:9, 28; Acts 3:1-10; 5:12-16; 9:32-35.

25. Miracles: 

The special ability that God gives to certain members of the Body of Christ to serve as human intermediaries through whom God can perform powerful acts that are perceived by observers to have altered the ordinary course of nature. 

Biblical references: 1 Corinthians 12:10, 28; 2 Corinthians 12:12.
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